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MESSAGE FROM YOUR EXALTED RULER, DONALD A HARRISON

The month of February and the upcoming months have a few extra events. In addition to the Friday dinners, the Ladies dinner, Veterans
dinner and the Tuesday and Thursday snack bars, we will be having nominations for next year’s slate of officers. The positions open for
nominations are, The Exalted Ruler, Leading, Loyal, and Lecturing Knights, Treasurer, Secretary, and Five-Year Trustee. To facilitate the
election, we have member meetings on the second and fourth Mondays in February, March, and April. Please attend these meetings to
meet the potential candidates and to have your vote counted. We are still looking for members to assist in the numerous events we have
each month. | have already mentioned the kitchen related activities. We also have car and horse race events in the hall on the calendar
in addition to five rentals in these next four months. We have a Valentine dinner/party, a masquerade ball and the PER dinner, a low
country boil. The need does not stop with the mentioned events. We need people to assist in stripping and cleaning the kitchen floors,
touch-up painting the floors in the cooler and dry storage as well as the back porch. Organizing the storage facilities in the lodge and
assisting in generally improving the eye appeal of our lodge. There is an old saying, if you are not growing, you are dying. | am forming a
committee to grow membership, the membership committee. The committee’s task, to present ideas on how to grow membership and
get members involved about 8 hours a month to implement the growth plan. Advertising, membership in community organizations such
as the chamber. Direct invitations to businesses that appear to have a mission aligned with our goals, etc. We generally bring in about 40
to 50 new members each year. If those new members were to offer the 8 hours a month for three years, we would have about 12,000
hours a year. Our current use is about 5,500 a year. All this extra labor would allow us to re-engage the community with anti drug
programs, scholarships to local students, assistance with food security, expand the rental hall use to generate the revenue to fund these
programs, participate in the Fourth of July and other local parades to be seen and many other projects. Growing our participation in
projects will grow our lodge and our investment in our community. In closing, you can communicate your desire to assist this lodge in our
activities by emailing EIks2383sharing @yahoo.com.

WE ARE ELKS! WHAT DO WE DO? WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE. HOW? WE HELP!
WE SHARE, WE ARE SEEN. l
Fraternally Yours, Don Harrison, Exalted Ruler

ELK OF THE MONTH

Our lodge is 99% volunteer operated. This month’s member is a lady that stands up, steps up and
makes it happen. Each month she organizes the orientation for our new members.

She does not stop there. You can see her handy work in the Bugle, all our colorful flyers for dinners and
events and other FB posts related to upcoming events. Yet she still does more. She provides desserts
for dinners but does not stop there. You can see her in the kitchen preparing dinner and serving you,

our members, with delicious meals.
This month’s Elk of the Month is Jerrilyn Pietro.
When you see her, please thank her and let her know how much she does and is appreciated.




Brandon Lodge Officers for 2024-2025 EIk Year
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Committee Chairs 2024-2025

Accident Prevention - Rick Weigand 813-748-2678 Hall Rental - Jan Czajkowski 518-312-9891

Annual Calendar Updates - Mark Vargo 813-376-8855 Hoop Shoot - Don Harrison 813-935-9040

Bugle Editor - Lara McCleary 203-988-5089 House Committee - Mark Vargo 813-376-8855
Community Activities - Lou Valencia or Mark Vargo Kitchen Manager - COULD BE YOU

Drug Awareness - Don Harrison 813-935-9040 Lodge Advisors - Henry Poage 813-480-6272

Grants Coordinator - Robin Rutzke 305-498-5654 Lodge Maintenance - Rick Weigand 813-748-2678 & Lou

Valencia 813-376-9863
Fraternal Committee -

Fraternal Sub Committees: Lodge Purchasing Food - Stephen Blackman 813-378-1597
Americanism: Nickie Wells 813-716-8056
Flag Day: Robin Rutzke 305-498-5654 Public Relations - Mike Highfill 813-812-2727
Lodge Activities: Mark Vargo 813-376-8855
Orientation: Jerrilyn Pietro 813-493-0425 Youth Activity - Don Harrison 813-935-9040

State Associations: TBD (Could be You!)

Elks Memorial Day: Don Harrison 813-935-9040 Web Master : Ray Bilinski -

ENF: Nickie Wells 813-716-8056 webmasterbrandonelks@gmail.com
Veterans Services: Robin Rutzke 305-498-5654
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Next Meeting is
FEBRUARY 3RP @ 7:00 PM
Hoping to See You There!

BLOE BITS

Welcome to the month of February!!

The month of Hearts & Flowers. Here is hoping that each one gets a little
of both this month.

We had a great Wednesday night dinner planned by Tracy

Tirado, Terri Buntin and Beverly Lowe and Bunco. February will be a
good month as well. Wednesday night dinner this month will be
prepared by Donald and Cheryl to thank the BLOE board for all they have
done. The Masquerade Ball is on the 22", | am hoping for a great turn
out as | have been notified by Pauline Talbott, President of the FLOE that
she and her husband will be attending. | would really like for the BLOE to
have a great turnout and am counting on more people to step up and
help Melinda decorate. She has really good ideas and they are not very
hard to do, it just takes teamwork. We need to knock this one out of the
park to show FLOE what great events we hold at the Brandon Elks
Lodge. Horse races have been moved to May 10 (closer to the Kentucky
Derby time) Time is already on the calendar for the new president so
that she will have time to get in the grove before she must plan things.

In their place, we are planning to do NASCAR Races on March 8™ If you
want to help and participate, get with the event chair, Cheryl Barker.

I would rather walk with a friend in the dark, than alone in the light.
~ Helen Keller ~

Thank you,
Becky Cresswell
President
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Brandon
Ladies of Elks
Lady of Distinction
JANUARY

January 2025 Lady of Distinction is a good example for the
rest of the year. She has been a BLOE member for many
years and has held several offices including President. She
is one of the hardest working members and very often gets
overlooked for all the hard work she does for the ladies.

She has wrapped silverware, cooked Wednesday Night
Dinners, always works special events, makes cakes for
holiday cake raffles, sets up and works at caterings, helps
with memorial services and is a staple at the Sunday
Breakfasts - she does it all with a quiet demeanor and a
smile. If we could have two or three more ladies like her, we
would never have to be concerned about getting the job done.
When she works, she knows what jobs need to be done and
goes about doing them till they are finished. It gives me great
pleasure to recognize this wonderful lady for her hard work
and dedication to the Brandon Ladies of Elks. Please
congratulate Anne Fox our January 2025 Lady of Distinction.

Cyndi Buchanan

Yellowfin Realty
813.391.7231

CyndiBuchanan.YFR@gmail.com

“Our focus is serving you, it’s what we do”

Wolunmnteers Ne eded

COoOmmuuir ity -

Friemndship -

C haritys

ioinmn.elks.org

10510 Riverview Drive
(813) 671-3121

SOUTHERN FUNERAL CARE

Riverview, Florida 33578
(813) 671-3730 Fax

Kevin Talbert
Director / Owner

FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICES

Linda Hinkle
Office Manager

Mark C. Vargo, Sr.
Director / Owner
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FEBRUARY

Mary Lou Schreck
LODGE SECRETARY
Office Hours
MONDAY: 3pm —-5pm
WEDNESDAY: 3pm - 5pm
Or call for appointment

Nancy Price

LODGE TREASURER
Office Hours
MONDAY: 12pm -3pm
THURSDAY: 12pm —3pm
Or call for appointment

To All Lodge Members:

To clarify an apparent misunderstanding
regarding our lounge being reserved by one of
our members. Our lounge is always open to
our members, and their guests, during normal
operating hours. If there is a private event also
happening during those hours,
members/guests are not allowed to freely
partake of any food and/or beverages supplied
by the member that reserved the use of our
lounge unless you were invited to the event, or
the member grants you permission to partake
of their food/beverage.

Thank you.

Mark C. Vargo, Sr., PER
Board of Directors Chair

Brandon Lodge
supports our Veterans

Lodge Veterans please come out every 4t
Wednesday of the month to enjoy free
dinner and visit with other local Vets!
Prepared by Nancy and friends.

BLOE BREAKFAST
ALL YOU CAN EAT $10
2" Sunday
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Lounge Rental
Lounge usage will be restricted to members,
spouses or widows/widowers for their own
specific purpose, and they must be always
present during the rental

Lodge Meetings Are Open To Members In
Good Standing and is the Place to Discuss
any Lodge issues. 2" Monday of each
month, May-January! February-April 2
and 4t Mondays of the month!
Dress code for meetings is long pants
and collared shirt for men.

Skirt, Dress, or long slacks for women.

PER Meeting — 15t Monday, 7pm
Lodge Meeting 2@ Monday of month, 7pm
Governing Board mtg — 3¢ Monday at 7pm
BLOE Ladies Meetings — 15t Monday of
month at 6:30pm

3

SOCIAL &
SPORTS
LOUNGE

6:30PM
BLOE
MEETING -
HALL
PER
MEETING
7PM
ANTE ROOM

10
8AM -11AM

BLOE &b
BREAKFASTIRC® .}

HALL A
SOCIAL & [ty
SPORTS

LOUNGE

Y

17

SOCIAL &
SPORTS
LOUNGE

1PM

7 PM BOARD
MEETING -
HALL

SOCIAL &
SPORTS
LOUNGE

1PM

3PM-

8PM
LOUNGE
RENTAL

Lodge Meeting
7PM
VOTING ON
NEW OFFICERS

5PM-7PM
CARDS

g
v

alal

5PM-7PM
CARDS

5PM-7PM
CARDS

4
v

5PM-7PM
CARDS

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
Dinner * Dancing *
Music
Weekly 50/50 Raffles
$500 Club Drawing

QUARTERLY MEETING UMATILLA 2/6 - 2/8

5

6 7

(B NG 0]

IN THE HALL
6:30pm

11AM- 3PM

RV
APPRECIATION
LUNCH
6:30PM
MEMBER’S
BIRTHDAY
DINNER
LOUNGE
5PM-11PM

HALL

FRIDAY
NIGHT
DINNER
SEE PAGE 5
FOR DETAILS

13

(B 1 NG O

IN THE HALL
6:30pm
6:30PM

14
PER
FUND
RAISER
DINNER
6:30PM
HALL
SEE
PAGE 5
FOR
DETAILS

FRIDAY
NIGHT
DINNER
SEE PAGE 5
FOR DETAILS

20

(BING O

IN THE HALL
6:30pm
BRANDON
BOYS
LOUNGE

21

FRIDAY
NIGHT
DINNER
SEE PAGE 5
FOR DETAILS

27 28

FRIDAY
NIGHT
DINNER
SEE PAGE 5
FOR DETAILS

IN THE HALL
6:30pm

Save the Date

BLOE MEETING, FEB 3RP
PER MEETING, FEB 3RP
LODGE MEETING, FEB 10™
BOARD MEETING FEB 17™

LOUNGE HOURS
Sunday: 1pm - 7pm
Monday - Thursday 4pm - 9pm
Friday 4pm - 10pm
Saturday 4pm - 9pm
Memorial, 4th of July and Labor Day 11AM -
6PM
Manager: WENDY SMITH




FEBRUARY MENU ITEMS

THE ONLY WAY TO BE ASSURED OF A MEAL IS TO RSVP RSVPBRANDONELKS@YAHOO.COM

BY 12 NOON THE DAY BEFORE FOR ALL MEALS!
THIS HELPS US MAXIMIZE RESOURCES AND MINIMIZE WASTE
TEXTING OR CALLING THE LODGE IS NOT CONSIDERED AN RSVP!
DINNER IS FROM 6:30PM - 8PM

FEBRUARY 7™ FEBRUARY 14™

FEBRUARY 21ST

— WNickie ard Frierds
Friday Steak Night

- Join us for the best steak in town!!
~——Februa S
= Dinner @ 6:30

—
= ~Steak, fish, or shrimp with

Potato, veggie, salad .
§ And e‘gsert ‘W i
3 - - = v 14

FEBRUARY 8™

g =gt

February

Please join us N
For dinner \

To celebrate YOU! ‘
=

February 8th 6:30pm

Country Fried Steak
ey

Tilapia w/ the fixings
Potatoes, Veggies

s $15

CAREe -

.® ®
FEBRUARY 9™

Best Breakgest in Town

Brandon Elks BLOE Breakfast

O

a_

sunday
breakfast
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 9TH
8AM-11AM

S10 e precbolic.
> rs%%: Open to 0

A

—

— )
&= > ALL YOU CAN EAT

'Ot
....... Fresh Vegetables . |
‘Red ‘Velvet Cheesecake
2= _Please RSVP Your Selection =

FEBRUARY 15™

Brandon Elks Lodge #2383
PER Low Country Boil Dinner
Saturday
February 15t
6:30 — 8:00 pm

It’s Rick’s
LOW COUNTRY BOIL

$20 LOW COUNRY BOIL
+  shrimp — Sausage - Crawfish
. Corn-on-the-cob — Potatoes
+ Salad - Dessert

P

o s it e

A0S
N
LXUA

Pre-sale required (limited seating) 7
Tickets can be purchased: e
> See any Past Exalted Ruler o\e? >
> Tickets at the Bar PRS-
b ar om

FEBRUARY 19™
LOE

‘B
‘ Wednesdag, Nig,ht

Divver an

Cheryl

» And Don
Februarg, 109th

6:30pm
Beef Stro Off
W/ E oodles ‘
B ead
And Pinecapple Cake
s10 T 1310

Please RSVP
R3SVPbrandonetks @yahoo.com ‘

TO OUR ELKS RV GUESTS

Rk B P
THEY'RE BACKY! _awy . ., oset
s " Frath Corr

»H g= a7

FEBRUARY 26™

w w
‘ Wed!Vesey Nty

n 'ETERANS o

No2Q.,. Linnev wRE
February 266h
6:30pm
WNarey s Meatloaf

FEBRUARY 28™
i Alan Smith and Friends

4

Welcome to our RV Park

ELKS MEMBERS ONLY
OUR RATES ARE:

» $25 per night; 7t" night FREE
» RV Storage is $60 per month
THANKS FOR STAYING
IN OUR PARK
Don Cress 207-703-5574

Mark Vargo- 813-376-8855
LODGE PHONE - 813-685-6469

Uil 14

BO0STER CLUB
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TO OUR FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY MEMBERS

JOHN NORIEGA, ROBIN RUTZKE, BARBARA WHITE, PATRICIA HUDSON, PAULA MATHER,
SAM MILLER, MELVIN RAY, BEVERLY LOWE, WENDY SMITH, CHRIS THOMPSON,
" MI-CHA'EL CAMERON, JAMES HESLIN, JANE MOON, HENRY POAGE, DENNIS ROBERTS,

- HUBERT BEASLEY, SAMUAL MILLER, RONALD CANTRELL, CAROLYN GREESON, &
MICHAEL PLANTE, DAVID RODRIGUEZ, LISA BALL, GEORGE PINCHOTT, JAMES HELM,
DAWN SANDERSON, JOHN CHRISTENSEN, MICHAEL FULTZ, EDWARD PELLENZ,
RUSSEL CHRISTY, DEAN DAVIS, JERRY NOVAK, JAMES STERLING, CHARLES FEE, LARA
MCCLEARY, TREVOR WEEKS & WILLIAM STOUT

E:"} DON’FFI?RGFI"I’P COME OUT ON 2/08/25 FOR YOUR FREE BlﬁmA\ﬁpﬂiNER {':21

Hello PER’s, we will have our monthly luncheon on February 13th at 11:30 at Tibbys, the address
is 1721 W Brandon Blvd next to Leaders Furniture. Known for their Cajun food but there are
American dishes as well. Hope to see you there.

Your Restaurant Hunter
Kim Martinez PER

Annual Walgreen’s Toy Drive a Huge Success

For its Seventh Year Because we have Elk Elves!

= i o
This was our lodge’s seventh year participating in the Walgreen’s Christmas Toy Drive, and it was another tremendous success. This year
we collected 1,408 toys! When you total our collection for the past seven years, we collected 8,275 toys!

All toys collected go back into our community. We invited our two local Therapist of the Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services, our local
Title | Schools: Lopez, Yates, Dover, Seffner, Palm River, Mintz, Brooker, Boyette, and Limona Elementary Schools as well as Livingstone
Academy. Toys were donated to A Kid’s Place for Foster Children. And we were able to help The Springs for Battered Women, Hope
for Her for Battered Women, as well as ECHO who serves our community.

We have wonderful volunteers who are key to the success of the project. It began with picking up the toys from each Walgreen location by
our Elk Elves PER Larry Oliver, PER Nickie Wells, PER Mary Lou Scribner, and Elk members Ken Muzyk, Mike Fultz, Mark Sims, John Wick,
Joe Alverico, Robin Rutzke, Nelson Guggino, Melinda Giffin Frater, and Jim Kraus.

The next step; the 1,408 toys had to be sorted and displayed on tables in our hall by our Elk Elves Carolyn and PER George Thomas, Past
Lady President Terri and PER Ed Ciesla, PER Mary Lou Scribner, BLOE Secretary Donna Fultz and Elk members Melinda Giffin Frater, Norm
Perkins, Jackie Florentino and Lori Underberg. Because of these involved members we were ready by 6:00 when our invited
organizations came to choose their toys.

Any remaining toys were hand delivered to The Springs, Hope for Her and ECHO by PER Rick Weigand, PER Ed Ciesla, and PER Mary Lou
Scribner.

We invite each of our Elk members and Brandon Ladies of the EIk members to help us next year and become an Elk EIf volunteer. It is a
rewarding “makes you feel good” annual event and a wonderful way to begin the Christmas Season; a way to be involved in your
community and your lodge. Would you want to be part of this next year? Just reach out to Melinda Giffin Frater at (973) 908-7745
melindagiffen@gmail.com and she will be happy to put you on the list..... and that is not the naughty list....it's the “I’'m an involved EIk”
good list.

And least we forget.....a BIG thank you and shout out to Walgreen'’s for partnering with the Florida Elks

Aand incahilidinag +the RrandAAan | adcsa in +hic anniial Chrictbaace TAav DNvivial
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Saturdavyy, February =22, 2025
Gpr - 10pPrt
FLors IDD’oeurves, Live NMusic, 5050 Raffle

PDress To Irmpress - 21 artd over
Ticket $20
at Bar or call Melinda 973-908-7745

S800 Centennial Lodge Dr., Brandor, FL

H:E—NIEHT

PRESENTED BY

BRANDON L PPDIES OF BELIKS

DRPIVE RS STRARARTY YouRr EnNGINES
NIRPRROCH ST H 52 1vg
(TICKET INCIL UDES UNILIVHITED CONCESSION FOOD & SOFT DRINKS)
RPAFFLE, SILENT AUCTION, S1,000 IN FPLAY IVIONEY

SO0 CENTENINIIFRL LDDGE DRFRIVE, BRFRRENDON FL, 33510
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Thank You For

Members
d by War”

Qunts of Valor Presented to Brandon Elk Veterans

On November 23rd members of the Brandon Elks Lodge gathered to witness the honoring of five Military Veterans at a special
ceremony presided by Tangled Threads, representing the Quilts of Valor Foundation.

Quilts of Valor is a non-profit organization whose mission is to recognize Military Veterans for their service and sacrifice serving our
country. A Quilt of Valor is a handcrafted heirloom that takes considerable time to make by hand. Each Quilt is carefully pieced
and quilted by volunteers who wish to provide comfort and healing to those touched by war and may take six to eighteen months to
make. During the presentation each of the Veterans being honored is wrapped with one of these beautiful handmade quilts
signifying comfort, healing and respect; to recognize and let each Veteran know their service to our country is appreciated,
Veterans who were recognized and honored at this special event at the Brandon Lodge were (from left to right): Marine Stearns
Poor who served in WWII, Marine John Hogue who served in Vietham, Marine Donald Cornett who also served in Vietnam, Airforce
Mark Fox who served during Vietham and Army Larry Lane who also served during Vietham.




VETERANS AFFAIRS Any questions or concerns about
Committee Chair ' the Veterans that the Elks Lodge
Robin Rutzke serves, or other note worthy
Veteran events, please address
them with Robin.
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BPOE Loyal Knight ‘

USAF (ret)
305-498-5654 God Bless our Veterans!
ATTENTION — ATTENTION — ATTENTION!
Parade of Heroes
recognizes and honors veterans from
WWII, Korea, Viet Nam, Gulf War,
Operation Iraqgi Freedom and
Operation Afghanistan Freedom. g
Parade of Heroes
2383 - - 3-day, all expense paid event b
Wille Godsay in our nation’s capital honoring our Military Veterans
Larrv Harri over Veterans Day
a arris
q Y If you are interested in participating in the
Mike Horton Parade of Heroes
Kenneth League For more details go to our
PhiIIip Petry FSEA Historical Programs 2025 Parade of Heroes VWebsite
for enrollment and more details.
Duane PetrYu Jr Registration opens on www.floridaelks.org
Dennis Roberts second week in January, 2025
Robert Subko Reach out to Brandon Veteran Chair, Robin Rutzke
Ma rk Va rgo’ Sr. 305-398-5654 rrutzke@gmail.com
Donald WeIIington Brandon Lodge has participated in this event each year sending many of
f Military Veteran Brandon Lodge members to Washington.
] _Arthur Y_annl If you are a Military Veteran,
are eligible for Life Member.
have paid Lodge dues for a perio
years.
e voted on at the Lodge m
Feb 10, 202
{ .! ) - - -
J,er.ny 'R fino Victoria Harrison
o /' o g ~ = ) Licensed Esthetician

&, hups://unfilteredesthetics.square.site/ / /‘
] \ [ | [ ] { /
5] itsyourskingirl_vik \ WY/

brneelbstimates @ 1(813)817-6032
&% 2806 South 63rd Street

(Bil 3:): 6:8:5,- 8:1 9:0: Tampa, FL 33619

1

AN

Home Based

Befo e

After

LiveWell7 Wellness Center
For more information see:
WWW.MARYBETHDC.COM
BRANDONSCHIROPRACTOR.COM

506 Westbrook Avenue
Brandon 33511
(813)733-5497 Text

(813)689-6359 Call
Dr. Mary Beth

2 x Olympian and Ironman
Chiropractic Physician
Masters in Nutrition

Holistic Chiropractic,
Wellness Care
Nutritional Counseling
Certified Animal Chiropractic

QW[@ Heallhcare Fer The Whele chdy. ]z/lc[ué(mj geur 1S,




Label Here

SE YOU TURNING 65 OR FLORIDAWILL. LIVING TRUST
S T (MEDIEARE ' LIVING WILL

- o USAA® ’ : POWER OF ATTORNEY
Medicare AdVGntage RECOMMENDED S William R. Mumbauer, Attorney

plans like Humana Honor | 813-685-3133
may Complement VA 205 N. Parsons Ave._, Brandon, FL 33510

www _flwillstrustsprobate.com
. >
benefits—did you knows Living Will $75

Durable Power of Attorney $75

Health Care Surrogate Designation $75
Humana Honor (HMO) may complement your VA benefits*—and may
save you money

And, you may save on medical costs while enjoying:

Jack S. Scaglione Insurance
e Part B premium reduction for $145 more in Social Security each month

e Dental, hearing and vision coverage 11700 N 58th Sireet

2nd Floor, Suite F

Tampa, FL 33617

(813) 504-1645
www.jackscaglioneinsuranceagent.com
JScaglione3@brighthouse.com

® $75 over-the-counter allowance every three months**

Call a licensed independent sales agent

WILLIAM EICHHORN
813-390-7707 (TTY: 711)
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. -5 p.m.
WGEICHHORN@OUTLOOK.COM

Jack Scaglione
Licensed Insurance Agent

Medicare Supplements — Medicare Advantage

Humana. heaerem ™ Final Expense ~ Whole Life ~ UL's — IUL's
Term Insurance — Annvuities

THE FRATER TEAM - VIP PROGRAM

RIVERVIEW ALL Elks members, Family & Friends Looking to Buy or Sell?

4 LIGN BKJG %T Receive a $750 moving or closing cost credit.

= z PLUS $250 donation to an Elks charitable cause of your choice.

For more information contact Gavin Frater - 908.577.1257
ALIGN yourself with the RIGHT home, ALIGN yourself with the RIGHT REALTOR®

BRANDON ELKS LODGE #2383 ¢ 800 CENTENNIAL LODGE DRIVE * BRANDON, FL ¢ 33510 ¢ (813) 685-6469



